Concomitant ablation of atrial fibrillation during mitral surgery.
Left atrial ablation with bipolar radiofrequency using the epicardial approach is described. After dissection of the pericardial reflections and of the Marshall fold, electrical isolation of the right and left pulmonary veins and that of the left appendage are carried out through epicardial ablation. After aortic cross clamping, through standard atriotomy, the connecting lines are then performed. The possible options for the mitral connecting ablation are discussed. At completion of the ablation procedure the base of the left appendage is sutured from inside.